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THE NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE PLANNING CONFERE!NCE#*

Author unknown

The Ministry of Education and the Chinese Social Science
Institute held a combined national educational sciences planning
meeting from March 23 to April 13 in Beljing. This 1is the first
such large scale meeting in thirty years since the establishment

of our country. This is a mobilization meeting towards educational
sciences.

The conference belleved that, in order to upgrade our
2ducaticnal institutes, we have to grasp the obJective regularities
of education. We must expand our studies on educational
sciences and increase the importance and urgency of promoting
educational sclence studies to give educational science study

atus. It 1s belisved that,tc implement the
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i3 the basis. YWhethner educaticn is successful or not %ill nct

only affect the future of a country but also concern every family.

resently, there are college, high school, and elementary school
students of over two hundred and ten million people. There are

alsc cvor ten miilicon faculty and staf'f members. Due to the
interference and destruction of the "Gang of Four" such as

Lin Blao, our education system was seriously damaged. The present
status of our educational work 1s not suited for the objective
requirements cf socialist modernization censtruction, In the recent
decade, our educational sclence studies were Iinterrupted. Institutef
were abolished; people were laid off. Many officials and teachers
never learned educatlion theories and do not know anything about

)
Sponsored by the Ministry of Education and the Scocial Sciences
Institute
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successful with education work. The delegates attending the

meeting vizeorously urged that "we must start to expand the

educational science studies at full strnegth in order to eliminate

the "science blind" of educational science from the educational .
works in the country. The officials and the vast number of ]
teachers at various levels of education must learn educationsal :
sciences 1n order to master the objective laws of educational work.

We must turn laymen into professionals. The large number of

workers 1n educational theory must write educational knowledge

and parental reading materials in common language as soon as

possible in order to popularize the educatlonal science knowledge

and to improve the standard of educational science studies.

During the conference, the delegates discussed and finalized
the naticnzl "educational sciences development pian" (draft)
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the 1ni<izl 2cnzepts for establishninzg a2n educaticnal zcisnces szudy
base. It 1s believed that the basic mission of educaticn sciences
study 1s to combine the common princivles of Marxism, Leninism,

and Mao Tse-tung's thoughts with the actual realization of the
zoCcizilzi, pgenoie’s educaticon. UWe should carry out scientilic
studies and =xclorations on the majcr vroblems of our educaticnal
work. e should carry cut theoretical summarizaticn and generaliza-
tion with regard to the abundant practical experience, so that we
2an understanc and master the obiective rules of educational work.
It will provide a reliable theoretical basis for the formulatiocn

of educational directions, policies, improved educational system,
and teachlng materials and methods by the Party and the country,

as well as the reallization of modernization of teaching methods.

It 1s used to gulde and promote the development of educational
enterprises and the improvement of the quality of education to
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greatly railse the cultural and scilentific level of the entire
Chinese population. It wilill cultivate thousands and thcusands of
ciallists £2 s=2rve in the construcrtion of the countrv. It is

(7]

S°
&.30 Ceileveda taav, in orcder to develop and further the study orf
education sciences in our country, we must liberate our thoughts,
start the machinery, promote democracy, and be practical. We

nust dare to study new situatlons, solve new problems,

summarize new experience, and develop educational science thecries.
Je not only must be able to succeed critically, but also dare to
continuously create new things. We must also seriously execute

the double hundred guidelines, carry on academic freedom, allow
free debate and discussion, promote various education revolu-
tionary experiments, and encourage comparatlve studles to

develop our educational sciences in our country.

During the meeting, the Vice Dean of the Chinese Social -
Scilences Institute, Yu Guang-yuan, the Vice Minister of the
Ministry of Education Zhang Cheng-xian and Dong Chun-cal spoke
in the conference. The Minister of Education, Jiang Nau-xrang,
mat with the members and the chairmen and attended the closing
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In his speech, Zhang Cheng-Xian represented the Ministry
of Education to thorcughly ireverse the "criticism on psychology"
problem and the criticism on "educaticn based on motherly love'.
He sald that it was a complete mistake to have the "psycholoegy
criticism movement" which covered the entire country to attack

psycholcgy as a "pseudoscience" and ts treat scme psychologists

as pulling the "white flags" which led to the criticism of some
comrades. Psychology is a subject which must be leazrned and
mastered by the workers in education. That criticism was not
sound theoretically. Especially, 1t lies at the boundary

between academic problems and political problems which led to the
abuse of academic freedom and destruction of the policies of party
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orricials and the intellectuals. Lt rust be totally reversed
and we should try t$ restore the reputation of those comrades
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model teacher comrade Si-xia was also a mistake. For teachers to
love and protect students is absolutely proper and correct. Using
"notherly love" of the capitalist for criticism was misleading.
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created very broad consequences in the education circle and must - ¢

<t

o2 thoroughly reversed. Zhang Chen-xlan stressed that we hzd to .
ovarcome the seriou§ deterioration of education caused by
destruction due to the interference by the "Gang of Four" of

Lin Brao's using thé presently avallable manpower, materials, and
financial conditioné to improve the quallty of education at

full strength. He asked the educational science workers to work
hard to make the educational sclence 1nstitutes really become the
adviscry agency of leading education work to obtain frultful
educational science?study results and to write some high quality,
problem=solving academic papers to contribute to the four 4
modernizations. |

|
{
i

1

There were ;725 swo nundrad and sixty educational experts,
scholars, good teachers, school leading officials, and the
responsible comrades of school administrations from varlous
providences, cities, and self-ruling zones attending this
conference. In the meeting, many delegates presented many
good suggestions and ideas with respect to the present educational

work and thes educaticnal sclence activities currently underway.
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The delegates also carried out academic exchanges of educati~nzl
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sciences and discussions on werking experilence During the me
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ing, an academic sciencific study grouov for the people was esta
lished by election — the Chinese Education Scclety.

(Communication of Xinhua News Agency, April 24 <<Guang Ming Daily>>).







